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Text: Philippians 2:12-13 

 

“
12

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, 

not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work 

out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 
13

for it is God 

who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleas-

ure.” (ESV) 

While there are those who seek to 

reconcile every single doctrine in a 

rational way, to do so can far too often 

lead to extremes.  We must come to 

grips with the fact that there is tension 

in the life of a Christ-follower.  Our 

text today deals with the theme of 

God’s sovereignty and the place we 

play in the process.   

We see this same dual emphasis 

throughout the New Testament.   

Cross References:  1 Peter 1:3-10; 1 Corinthians 15:10; Ga-

latians 2:20 with Colossians 1:28-29…. An Old Testament ex-

ample is found at the base of the Red Sea with Moses and the 

people of God.  SEE Exodus 14:13-16… 

 

1. THE VISIBLE ELEMENT - 

_________________________ – v.12  

 

 

 

2.  THE HIDDEN ELEMENT - _________________________ 

– v.13 

 

“Possessing True JOY” 
Philippians: A Book Study 

“The Divine-Human Synergy” 

8/17/2008 

 

Text: Philippians 2:12-13 

 

“
12

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, 

not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work 

out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 
13

for it is God 

who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleas-

ure.” (ESV) 

While there are those who seek to 

reconcile every single doctrine in a 

rational way, to do so can far too often 

lead to extremes.  We must come to 

grips with the fact that there is tension 

in the life of a Christ-follower.  Our 

text today deals with the theme of 

God’s sovereignty and the place we 

play in the process.   

We see this same dual emphasis 

throughout the New Testament.   

Cross References:  1 Peter 1:3-10; 1 Corinthians 15:10; Ga-

latians 2:20 with Colossians 1:28-29…. An Old Testament ex-

ample is found at the base of the Red Sea with Moses and the 

people of God.  SEE Exodus 14:13-16… 

 

1. THE VISIBLE ELEMENT - 

_________________________ – v.12  

 

 

 

2.  THE HIDDEN ELEMENT - _________________________ 

– v.13 


