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“Surviving Life: By Finding Out - WHO Am I?   (7)” 
I Peter 2:9-10 

Text: 1 Peter 2:9-10 (English Standard Version) 

 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10  Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

Getting to know me 
1.  Where did your ancestors come from?  Have they been in America for many 
 years or only in the last several generations? 
  
2. What is something that you like, or dislike about your ethnic heritage? 
 
3. How long have you been a Christian? 
  
4. What were the circumstances that led you to believe in Christ for salvation? 
 
Into the Bible 
1. This passage is thick with references from the Old Testament.  The church is 
 described with some of the same terms as Israel.  Read Exodus 19:5-6, Deut. 
 7:6, and Isaiah 43:20-21 to see the background of I Peter 2:9.  Why does  
 God need a people to declare his praises? 
  
  
 
 
2. Point one in the sermon outline is that “you are acceptable” because God  
 has chosen you.  How does this affect your view of yourself? 
 
  
 
 
 
3. Relate these descriptions of Christians from verse 9 and the OT passages  
 back to Peter’s description of his readers in 1:1-2.     
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4. What are some other passages that talk about darkness and light?  How do  
 they help you understand the purpose of what you are to do as a “priest?” 
 (Study method—use a concordance, or if you have one in the back of your Bible, or go to  
 www.Biblegateway.com and use the “keyword” search.  The purpose of this kind of study is 
 to see how these words are used elsewhere and how that helps you understand this use 
 here.) 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  In your life, what are some of the areas of darkness that you have had to 
 overcome?  Refer back to what Peter says in 2:1, or Paul’s words in Eph.  
 5:3-17. 

  

  

Application Questions 
1. As a “priest” (Did you ever realize that’s what you are?), how are you  
 serving God?  What is your role in this “spiritual house” (2:5)? 
 
 
2. What training or preparation would you need to become involved or to be 
 more effective? 
 
 
3. Take some time each day in the next week to reflect on the wonderful 
 privilege of being, “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
 people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
 him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10  Once you 
 were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not 
 received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
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