November 15, 2009 Group members guide
Sermon Based Studies

“Surviving Life” #12
Surviving Life I Peter 3: 8-17

Text: I Peter 3:8-17

¥Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender
heart, and a humble mind. ° Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling,
but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a
blessing. '°For "Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep
his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit;''let him turn away
from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.'*For the eyes of the
Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face
of the Lord is against those who do evil.""*Now who is there to harm you if
you are zealous for what is good? '* But even if you should suffer for
righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be
troubled, "*but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, '® having a good
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. '"For it is better to suffer for doing
good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. (ESV)

Getting to know me

1. Have you ever had to face some criticism or ridicule for your
Christian faith? How did you handle that?

2. Has anyone ever asked you about why you are a Christian?
Was it easy or difficult to explain it to them?

Into the Bible

1. Being “zealous for good works” or doing “good works” occurs in
several other places. Why should we do these good works? See



Eph. 2:10; Matt. 5:16; | Tim. 2:10; | Tim. 6:17-19; Titus 2:7-8; Titus

Application Questions
2:14; Titus 3:14; James 2:14-17

1. Pastor Dean spoke of four ways to know how to suffer well. How
have these helped you in past struggles in your life?
1. FELLOWSHIP/COMMUNITY - v.8
2. REMEMBER THE GOSPEL —v.9-11
3. GOD'S LOVE - v.12-14
4. EVANGELISM —v.15-17

2. What “blessing” is there for those who are persecuted for
righteousness? Look at Matt. 5:10 -12

3. Peter uses Psalm 34 to give some instructions about living with 2.
opposition. What are the specifics there? Which ones do you need
to pay the most attention to?
--watch you words; no evil words, no lies
--turn from sinful acts but do good
--pursue peace

What would help you to be better prepared to answer questions
about your faith?

3. Of the other areas listed above (#1), how else can you strengthen

4. The first phrase of 3:15 refers back to not fearing those who are yourself in learning how to suffer well?

persecuting. How does “honoring Christ as Lord” help us
overcome this fear of being troubled?

5. Where would you say you are at in terms of being “prepared to
give an answer?” What does this preparation require?



